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and research workers. In short, there will be nothing
in life worth having which will not be had in the villages.
Today the villages are dung heaps. Tomorrow they will
be like tiny gardens of Eden where dwell highly intel-
ligent folk whom no one can deceive or exploit.

The reconstruction of the villages along these lines
should begin now. The reconstruction of the villages
should not be organized on a temporary but permanent
basis.

Graft, art, health and education should all be inte-
grated into one scheme. Nai Talim is a beautiful blend
of all the four and covers the whole education of the
individual from the time of conception to the moment
of death. Therefore, I would not divide village uplift
work into water-tight compartments from the very
beginning but undertake an activity which will combine
all four. Instead of regarding craft and industry as
different from education I will regard the former as the
medium for the latter. Nai Talim therefore ought to
be integrated into the scheme.
Harijan, 10-ll-'46

A village unit as conceived by me is as strong as
the  strongest. My  imaginary village consists   of  1,000
souls. Such a unit can give a good account of itself,
if it is well organized on a basis of self-sufficiency.
Hanjan, 4-8-'46

An ideal Indian village will be so constructed as to
lend itself to perfect sanitation. It will have cottages
with sufficient light and ventilation, built of a material
obtainable within a radius of five miles of it. The cot-
tages will have courtyards enabling the householders to
plant vegetables for domestic use and  to  house their